
Haley Ford has been in the field of education for seven years and 
has been a high school social studies teacher and is currently a 
university teacher educator. Ford recently completed her Ph.D. in 
Curriculum and Instruction at the University of Houston, and she 
specializes in the topics of urban and social education. Ford has a 
passion for helping schools and educators grow by learning to 
implement culturally relevant and mindful teaching practices, as 
well as equitable school policies. She also works with the 
intersections of gender and LGBTQI populations.  

Since gaining experience as a teacher and teacher educator, Ford 
is chiefly concerned with giving learners the ability to ask of 
themselves difficult questions, as well as providing them the skills needed to solve seemingly 
insurmountable problems. Ford believes that modeling for teachers what it means to be a teacher 
advocate affords an implicit pedagogy of care while at the same time providing practical teaching 
knowledge they will need to be effective in future classrooms. 

“During my master’s coursework, I read Ruby Payne’s A Framework for Understanding Poverty, and it 
changed the way I perceived the world and the people around me. I gained a deeper understanding of 
what it meant to have to survive in poverty. Payne’s work inspired for me a new, more authentic 
approach to my own classroom and how I related to the people I worked with and for. When I became 
the community engagement supervisor for a teacher education program, A Framework for 
Understanding Poverty helped me to understand how I could better navigate intersectional and diverse 
communities.” 

She is available for instructional coaching and professional development. 

Selected workshops presented by Haley Ford  

 A Framework for Understanding Poverty  
 Emotional Poverty 
 Research-Based Strategies 

With consultants and publications around the world, aha! Process helps communities move 
individuals, families, and entire neighborhoods out of poverty and into sustainability and growth. 
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