BRIDGES OUT OF POVERTY

Getting Ahead in a Just-Gettin'-By World is a program for adults in poverty that shows them how to use
the hidden rules of class to build up financial, emotional, social, and other resources. Understanding the
hidden rules of the middle class and wealth, and choosing to use them, can open doors to such resources
as new relationships and new jobs.

Working in a group with a facilitator, adults who use this curriculum develop a series of mental models to
examine their own lives and create new future stories. In 15-20 sessions the participants explore the impact
that poverty has had on them, investigate economic redlities, and complete a self-assessment. Getting
Ahead does not provide answers to the participants on how to establish economic stability; motivation,
insight, and plans come from the participants themselves.

Sherie Butts was familiar with the Grace Community Center, located at 406 West Delaware in Toledo.
She received tutoring at Grace when she was a child, and continued to use the Center as a resource
for her own children. While attending GED classes in 2006, Sherie learned about
Getting Ahead and enrolled in a 15 week course. She aftended every Thursday
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. with seven other women. Soon, Sherie and her
classmates became friends who provided essential support for each other.

The curriculum gave her the self-assurance that she could get out of poverty
and the confidence 1o stay focused on that goal. After graduation, Grace
Community Center set up a meeting with Deb Ortiz-Flores, so she could
listen to feedback from the group about their experience with LCDJFS.

After the meeting, Sherie was inspired to apply for a job at the Agency.

She interviewed and was hired in June 2007. Her most recent previous
employment had been as a seasonal worker at Mud Hens Stadium.
Her new position was a significant improvement in ferms of wages
and benefits. :

Sherie's first job at LCDJFS was at the Front Desk, assisting
clienfs with appointments and answering questions.

"I know what that feels like to be on the other side of
that desk,” she said, "Front Desk workers are the first
people clients see before they meet with their Case
Worker. | try to be patient and understanding."

Since her first assignment, Sherie bid into the position

of Casework Aide in the Training Unit. A smiling
success story, she says "l look forward to coming
to work everyday."
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